
We extend our warm wishes to you and your families for a happy,
healthy and prosperous 2026.

The Hindu Organisations, Temples and Associations (HOTA) Forum of
Western Australia was formally established on 3 May 2025 as a
collaborative platform for Hindu organisations, temples and
associations across the state. HOTA brings together a diverse range of
groups, including language associations, cultural and performing arts
organisations, yoga and Ayurveda practitioners, and members of the
broader Hindu community who uphold and celebrate Hindu values and
traditions.

This newsletter will be circulated quarterly and will serve as a shared
communication platform for the Hindu community of Western
Australia. Many organisations face challenges in sharing information
and staying informed about activities across the community. This
newsletter aims to address that gap by providing a central source of
updates, events and matters of interest, helping to improve visibility,
participation and collaboration.

We invite you to treat this newsletter as a key communication link for the
Hindu community in Western Australia. We encourage organisations to
share relevant news, events and initiatives, and to forward this
newsletter to others who may benefit from receiving it. If you know
individuals or organisations who should be included, please share their
contact details so they can be added to the mailing list.

This edition includes the unified 2026 Hindu Festival Calendar for
Australia, developed through consultations and deliberations by Hindu
priests and scholars from across the country, including Western
Australia.

In this issue, we reflect on key HOTA activities and milestones from 2025.
For the forthcoming issues we request all communities and individuals
to share information about their events.

We intend posting all the news and information about the WA Hindu
community on the HOTA (WA) website. If you have planned any event in
2026, please share it with us. Also, please inform us of the regular
activities that you conduct (E.g. Gita classes, Children’s classes, Youth
programs, Seniors’ activities etc) so that anyone looking for information
can find it easily.

Please send us your feedback to make this newsletter very relevant to
our community’s needs.

Looking forward to growing this together.

Thank You

Praveena Mittal
Convenor, HOTA Forum (WA)
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3rd May 2025 Launch of HOTA Forum (WA)

On Saturday, 3rd May 2025, Perth (WA) hosted the 8th
Australian National Hindu Conference at Duxton Hotel.
This was the first time this national conference was
conducted in Western Australia. The theme was
Dynamic communities: Vibrant Australia.

The inaugural session was attended by several
members of parliament and senior officials of various
government departments, besides many mayors and
councillors. Despite it being the day of the Federal
elections, a large number of Australian Hindus, many of
them from the other states attended and participated
enthusiastically.

The High Commissioner of India to Australia, His
Excellency Mr Gopal Bagley travelled to Perth
especially for the event. There were representatives

from over 30 Hindu and Sikh organisations, temples and associations.
The mix of delegates reflected Australia’s rich multicultural landscape,
with Hindus from more than 20 countries, including Bharat (India), Nepal,
Bhutan, Bangladesh, Mauritius, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Singapore, Malaysia,
Kenya, South Africa, the United Kingdom, Fiji, and more. The atmosphere
throughout the event was one of shared purpose, collaboration, and
optimism.

There were guests from the local Jewish and Buddhist communities

There were 4 panel discussions, titled:

1. Collaboration among Hindu organisations, temples and

associations.

2. Working with government agencies

3. Bringing Hindus from different countries together

4. Developing future leadership

Major Announcements and Outcomes

1. Launch of HOTA Forum (Hindu Organisations, Temples and

Associations) It is collaborative platform to unify the WA Hindu

community and engage strategically with the community and the

government.

2. Joint resolution to showcase the achievements and contributions of

Hindus in Australia through national media and public platforms.

3. National Collaboration and Inspiration
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HOTA (WA) held its inaugural meeting on 28th June
2025. It was attended by representatives from 25
Hindu organisations, temples and associations.

The meeting included a presentation outlining the
purpose of HOTA and its role within the community.
Participants engaged in constructive discussions on
key issues affecting the Hindu community in Western
A u s t r a l i a a n d e x p l o r e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r
collaboration and collective action.

Small group discussions highlighted the diverse
needs within the community and reinforced the
importance of ensuring that voices from all
organisations are heard and that skills and talents
across the community are effectively utilised.

It was agreed that an annual planning meeting at
the beginning of each year will be held to set
priorities, and guide HOTA activities. The next
meeting is scheduled for 1st March 2026, and we
request representation from all Hindu organisations,
temples and associations to support coordinated
and effective outcomes. Details of the meeting will
be emailed to you. If you do not receive an email by
Friday, 23rd January please reach out.

HOTA Inaugural Meeting 28th June 2025
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HOTA Rakshabandhan 22nd  September 2025

The first HOTA Rakshabandhan celebration was
held in Perth on 22nd September at the Hillview
Multicultural Community Centre. It was attended
by 120 people. Members of the Police, Australian
Defence Forces and Emergency Services were the
guest of honour. The Counsel General of India to
Western Australia graced the event along with
Senator Dean Smith and the Dy Mayor of the City of
Canning Mark Bain.

After a welcome address and an AV presentation
on Rakshabandhan, there were two classical
dance performances. The rakhi tying ceremony
included ladies from various Hindu organisations
including those from the Nepalese, Balinese and
Bangladeshi Hindu communities. Everyone felt
i n c l u d e d a n d t h e y h a v e c o n v e y e d t h e i r
appreciation.

The event concluded with a scrumptious dinner.
Most of the guests requested to be invited again
next year. HOTA members expressed their pleasure
on this being a joint Hindu event, in every sense of
the word.

HOTA Rakshabandhan will be a regular annual
event and we expect many organization will
participate in 2026.



The book titled Hindu Manifesto, took more than 15 years to write. It
presents a framework for social upliftment grounded in Hindu values,
with relevance to contemporary Australian society as well.

Swami Vigyananandji, organiser of the World Hindu Congress and
author of the Hindu Manifesto, visited Perth for the book launch event. He
addressed the audience in depth and participated in an extended
question-and-answer session. The event held at the Indian community
centre in Willetton was engaging, informative and widely appreciated
by the attendees.

A mechanical engineer with honours, from the Indian institute of

Hindu Manifesto Book Event

The Hindu community of Western Australia was
deeply affected by the tragic events in Sydney on
14 December. In response, a prayer meeting was
held in solidarity with the Jewish community.

The gathering took place at the Temple David
Synagogue in Mount Lawley and was well
attended. Members of the Jewish community
expressed their appreciation for the gesture of
support. Hon Simon Ernfeld MLC, the only Jewish
member of Parliament, addressed the gathering.

The event reflected unity, mutual respect and a
shared commitment to standing together
against violence and extremism.

Prayer Meeting for Victims of the – 21 December 2025Bondi massacre st

Technology IIT Kharakpur, Swamiji uses his scientific thought and analytical skills in organising the Hindu
community all over the world. Swami Vigyananand is the Jt. General Secretary of Vishva Hindu Parishad (Bharat),
Where he leads international coordination. His other positions are:

Convenor Organizerof the World Hindu Economic Forum | of World Hindu Congress

General Secretary Managing Trusteeof the World Buddhist Cultural Foundation | of the Hindu Education Board

Managing Trustee Managing Trusteeof Hindu Academicians | of Hindu Media Forum

Managing Trustee Managing Trusteeof Hindu Post | of Hindu Organisations Temple and Association Forum
(HOTA)

Swamiji’s contribution to Hindu resurgence is beyond compare.
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Sunday, 1st March -HOTA Annual Meeting and lunch (9.30 am- 2.30 pm)

May event-TBC

Saturday, 8th August-HOTA Rakshabandhan

Saturday, 28th November -Event TBC

If you do not receive an email about the February HOTA meeting,
by 25th January please contact us hota.wa@vhp.org.au .

Important Information

IMPORTANT DEADLINE for Submission-

15th February 2026

The WA Government is seeking feedback on a proposed Multicultural Act. All ethnic
communities across WA are actively contributing to the consultation. It is important
that Hindu communities also do their part by sharing views and encouraging family
and community participation. Submissions close on 15th February 2026. This is our
chance to speak. To contribute to this discussion, please use the link

Forthcoming HOTA events in 2026

Contact Details

Email: hota.wa@vhp.org.au
Phone: Mrs. Praveena Mittal: 0423 084 641,  Mr. Maulik Kansara: +61 450 904 000

The prayer meeting
held in Perth for the
victims of the Bondi
terrorist attack was
widely covered by the
press.

“

“

WA Multicultural Act Development  | OMI https://share.google/O7SDxme1dWLflyZJi

Link: https://maccabean.asn.au/wp-content/uploads/Current_Issues/V54-No23-9-JANUARY-2026-LR.pdf



Upcoming events




